THE    CAROLINCIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OF   THE   PAPACY

Aistulf would not listen to him, and since the Emperor's envoy
had failed to obtain any concessions. Of course, if his overtures in
Pavia had been successful he would not have crossed the Alps.
He was doubtless fully aware of the gravity of the step, but he was
at his wits* end. Pippin awaited him at Ponthion, on January 6th,
754. Stephen implored him to intervene against the Lombards.
And Pippin swore to the Pope exarchatutn Ravennae et reipublicae
jura sue loca teddere*

To judge from the texts, there was something equivocal about
this. That was to be restored to the respullica which the Lombard
had taken from it. But the respublica was either the Empire or it
was Rome, which was in the Empire. And Pippin, who doubtless
had no desire to make war, sent an embassy to Aistulf. But Aistulf
refused to listen to Pippin; what is more, he incited Carloman to
oppose him, for he had managed to persuade the latter to leave
the Abbey of Montekassino. But on entering France Carloman
was apprehended, and died at Vienne.2

By this maladroit policy the Lombard king had embroiled him-
self with Pippin. It would seem, therefore, that this time he had
really made up his mind to seize Rome and conquer the whole of
Italy. It was for Pippin to decide whom he should support, Aistulf
or the Pope. Before opening his campaign, Pippin assembled his
grandi at Quiersy-sur-Oise. He gave the Pope a diploma containing
his promises (April I4th). Three months kter, at Saint Denis,
before proceeding to make war, the Pope solemnly renewed the
consecration which Boniface had akeady bestowed upon Pippin,
and, on penalty of excommunication, forbade the Franks ever to
choose a king who was not descended from Pippin. Thus the
alliance was concluded between the dynasty and the head of the
Church. And in order to confirm it, Stephen conferred upon
Pippin and his two sons the tide ofpatridus Romanorum. In so doing,
of course, he was usurping the rights of the Emperor. The Exarch
had borne the tide of patrician. Pippin thus became, like the Exarch,
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